
Read and Discuss 

His Hideous Heart



Thirteen of YA’s most celebrated names reimagine Edgar Allan Poe’s 
most surprising, unsettling, and popular tales for a new generation.

“Love and loss. Grief and death. Rivalry and revenge. The themes of Edgar Allan Poe’s 
work have eternal relevance, but what I remember most about learning it in school 
was that it just seemed so much cooler than everything else . . . This collection is a way 
to honor the work of Edgar Allan Poe, but it’s also a way to view it through di� erent 
gazes, to take classic literature with its relatively homogeneous perspectives and 
settings and give them new life.” —FROM THE INTRODUCTION BY DAHLIA ADLER

This guide asks questions about each of the thirteen new stories in the collection to 
inspire discussion about Poe’s classic tales, and these modern reinterpreations of them.

Note: This guide contains some spoilers.

“She Rode a Horse of Fire” by Kendare Blake
• How does Friedrich view women in the story? Why is this 

important to the plot?

• Where does the reader get hints of the supernatural in this story? 
What aff ect do these elements have on the characters and plot?

• Who do you believe the three people in the tapestry are? Who 
do they represent?

“It’s Carnival!” by Tiffany D. Jackson
• Why does Cindy decide to tell her story after so long? Does it 

change your view of her? Why or why not?

• There are many points in the story where Cindy alludes to her 
revenge. Track these instances of foreshadowing. How does this 
foreshadowing make the revenge even more sweet to Cindy?

• What can the reader infer about the social status of Cindy and 
Darrell? How do their backgrounds contribute to the confl ict?

“Night-Tide” by Tessa Gratton
• How does the narrator believe Annabel Lee died? What is the 

reasoning she gives? What does this say about the relationship 
she had with Annabel Lee and how she still feels about her?

• The narrator asks, “If I had been the one to die, would I be the 
darling, and Annabel Lee the I know what you are?” How would 
you answer this question based off  of what you have read in the 
story?

• Track the images of purity and innocence throughout the story. 
How is it juxtaposed with the way society views the love between 
the narrator and Annabel Lee?

“The Glittering Death” by Caleb Roehrig
• How would you characterize Laura? How does she change from 

when she’s fi rst captured by the Judge until she’s rescued? What 
causes these changes?

• Examine the setting in the story. How does it contribute to the 
confl ict? How does it lead to the Judge’s downfall?

• What statement is Caleb Roehrig making about the victimization 
of females? Identify elements in the story that help express this.

“A Drop of Stolen Ink” by Emily Lloyd-Jones
• What role does power play in “A Drop of Stolen Ink”? What 

characters have power? Over whom? In what ways is this power 
reversed?

• How are the three pieces of information that Augusta gives the 
reader about identity theft foreshadowing? Examine each and 
explain how it connects to things later in the plot.

• Look at the last three lines of the story. How was this the perfect 
crime? How wasn’t it?

“Happy Days, Sweetheart” by Stephanie Kuehn
• The narrator says, “I had hope, is what I want to say, and maybe 

that’s what tragedy really is. A dream ceded to less.” How does 
this relate to what happens in the story? What is the true tragedy 
of the story?

• When the narrator talks about Jonah, she says that his apathy 
toward his successes was because “It only meant he had nothing 
to lose.” What does the narrator have to lose? Why are success 
and awards and accolades so important to her?

• How does the narrator and her views change throughout the 
course of the story? Track her characters throughout the story 
and analyze the impact of this change on the plot.



“The Raven (Remix)” by amanda lovelace
•	 Evaluate the blackout poetry. Instead of simply rewriting the 

poem, amanda lovelace chose to keep it in its original structure 
but blackout specific words and phrases. What effect does this 
have on the poem? What does it add to the piece?

•	 Does Lenore exist physically within the world of the speaker or is 
she imagined? Identify elements to support either interpretation. 
Examine the last line. What is the speaker dreaming about? Why 
is the speaker on the floor?

•	 Compare and contrast the two versions of “The Raven.” In what 
ways are they alike? In what ways are they different?

“Changeling” by Marieke Nijkamp
•	 Changeling makes the statement, “I’ve found cruelty knows no 

class.” What does she mean by this? Where do we see examples of 
this throughout the story?

•	 While there are plenty of examples of physical torture in the story, 
where does Marieke Nijkamp present examples of mental torture? 
What affect does the mental torture have on the story?

•	 The last line of the story is Jester telling Harper, “Now we take 
you home.” What is home? What are the different views of home 
throughout the story?

“The Oval Filter” by Lamar Giles
•	 Tariq, Courtney, and Morris have different personas; the person 

they create for those around them and then the person that they 
truly are. Examine both sides of these characters and explain what 
this shows about them.

•	 Analyze the idea of plans and expectations in this story. What 
characters have specific plans and expectations? How are they 
thwarted during the course of the story? How does this change 
their lives?

•	 “The Oval Filter” starts and ends in the same place. What is  
the significance of this? What message is the author making by 
doing this?

“Red” by Hillary Monahan
•	 Red comments about Boston, “All great cities have their multitudes, 

great wealth and great poverty coexisting in inequitable truce that 
sees those who have doing what they want and those who do not 
have suffering.” How do we see this in the story? Cite specific 
examples and the affect it has on the text.

•	 Examine the description of the bouncers when Red first gets to 
the club and at the end of the story. What is ironic about this 
description versus their actions?

•	 Analyze the idea of staying in your place and where you belong in 
the story. What is the statement Monahan is making about this?

“Lygia” by Dahlia Adler
•	 The narrator seems fixated on body parts and reduces Lygia to the 

physical. Track instances where the reader sees this. Analyze the 
affect this has on the story.

•	 The narrator is addressing Lygia the entire story. What effect does 
this have on how the reader experiences the story? How would 
the story change if the narrator was talking to the reader instead?

•	 What do you believe has happened when Roberta walks down the 
staircase? Is it Roberta? Is Lygia back? Is it the narrator’s altered 
state? Is it something else? Make a case for your view.

“The Fall of the Bank of Usher” by Fran Wilde
•	 Examine the point of view of the story. What does the reader gain 

by having Mad tell it in first person? What could some possible 
drawbacks be?

•	 When Mad discusses her and Rik’s early years, she states, “We 
learned a valuable lesson along the way: we were stronger as one.”  
Is this true? Are they stronger as one?

•	 What role do language and codes play in the story? Identify 
different versions and how it affects the plot.

“The Murders in the Rue Apartelle, Boracay” 
by Rin Chupeco
•	 Why is the opening scene so important to the story? What does it 

establish and set up?

•	 Why is it important to Ogie that he solves the murder? What’s his 
motivation and how does that affect the plot?

•	 What red herrings does Rin Chupeco place within the story? What 
effect do these red herrings have? What clues are placed in the 
story about who the murderer is?

More questions available at dahliaadler.com



Praise for His Hideous Heart

“Presenting thirteen reinterpretations of Poe’s works 
alongside the originals, this enticing anthology offers an 
accessible, multifaceted reading experience for fans old 
and new . . . .  A refreshing assortment of diverse voices 
and contemporary themes ensures there’s something for 
everyone in this delightful compilation.”

—P U B L I S H E R S  W E E K LY  (S TA R R E D  R E V I E W )

“Thirteen authors reshape short stories by Edgar Allan 
Poe in a collection that practically pulses with curricular 
potential. Both well-known works and lesser-known 
stories are reimagined here, and the retellings echo the 
suspense, wit, and undeniable sadness that move through 
the original pieces. Poe’s original short stories are all 
provided in the second half of the book, and any fan of the 
writer will appreciate these modern takes on the morbid 
and macabre.”

—T H E  B U L L E T I N  O F  T H E  C E N T E R 
 F O R  C H I L D R E N ’S  B O O K S

“A genre-bending collection of thirteen twists on Edgar 
Allan Poe’s works does Poe proud with this creepy and 
atmospheric set of stories inspired by a handful of his most 
well-known works . . . .  Strong feminist themes appear 
throughout, and genres run the gamut from futuristic 
to gothic to lots in between. Diversity in race, gender 
identity, and sexuality is well-represented. Poe’s ghost 
happily haunts this fresh, delightfully dark collection.”

—K I R K U S  R E V I E W S  (S TA R R E D  R E V I E W )

“In Adler’s inclusive anthology, thirteen YA authors honor 
Edgar Allan Poe’s pioneering work in mystery, horror, 
and science fiction with retellings that emphasize diverse 
characters, settings, and genres . . . . Poe fans new and old 
will find stories to appreciate here.”�

—B O O K L I S T

“Heartbreaking, thrilling, gruesome, and gorgeous: these 
stories will delight longtime Poe fans just as much as 
readers who haven’t read the classics.”

—B E T H  R E V I S,  AU T H O R  O F  G I V E  T H E  D A R K  MY 
L O V E  A N D  S TA R  WA R S :  R E B E L  R I S I N G

“Beautiful, haunting, and wickedly clever, His Hideous 
Heart digs deep into the essence of Poe’s legendary works 
and ingeniously reanimates them for modern readers.”

—C AT  W I N T E R S,  AU T H O R  O F  T H E  R AV E N ’S  TA L E  
A N D  I N  T H E  S H A D O W  O F  B L A C K B I R D S
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